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BEHIND  RANGE  MANAGEMENT 


The  development  and  the  maintenance  of  a  sound,  practical  range- 
management  program  on  Federal  ranges  demand  that  the  devices  and  mechanics 
of  procedure  he  the  very  "best.  Among  the  devices  accurate,  usahle  maps 
are  absolutely  essential.  The  preparation  of  these  maps,  however,  involves 
a  mass  of  detailed  work  in  mapping  and  arriving  at  the  area  and  carrying 
capacities  of  various  units  of  the  range.  This  has  been  brought  out  clearly 
in  Navada  Grazing  District  No.  1,  where  the  region  is  rounding  up  data  con¬ 
cerning  the  ranch  set-ups  of  various  operators.  Some  of  these  properties 
are  large  in  size  when  the  whole  acreage  is  considered,  and  seldom  is  it 
found  that  a  ranch  outfit  is  in  one  unit.  Usually  it  is  made  up  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  separate  areas. 

The  map  of  one  land  and  cattle  company  just  sent  in  to  the  Washington 
office  can  be  'used  as  a  good  example.  The  complete  record  of  deeds  and 
leases  shows  that,  by  General  Land  Office  surveys,  this  company  should  con¬ 
trol  approximately  75,000  acres.  The  entire  area  was  carefully  studied  and 
a  map  prepared.  When  the  acreage  was  checked  it  was  found  that  there  was  a 
difference  of  only  421  acres  between  the  recorded  figures  and  those  actually 
found  on  the  ground — a  difference  of  about  one-half  of  one  percent.  Consid¬ 
ering  the  many  areas  involved  and  the  irregular  shape  of  some  of  them,  this 
map  project  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  accuracy  with  which  field  ner.  of 
the  Grazing  Service  are  obtaining  data  upon  which  to  base  administrative 


action. 


This  ranch  property  recently  changed  hands,  and  prior  to  the  sale  a 
check  was  made  of  the  past  records  of  use  which  had  been  carefully  kept. 
These  records  show  that  for  approximately  10,000  head  of  cattle  and  400 
head  of  horses  the  ranches  were  used  for  an  average  of  67,000  animal  unit 
months  per  year  or  for  a  little  over  6  months.  The  Grazing  Service  survey 
of  the  ranches  made  before  this  information  was  available  indicate  a  carry¬ 
ing  capacity  of  the  range  lands  to  within  3  percent  of  the  actual  use  fig¬ 
ures.  '  This  check  of  accuracy  of  estimates  of  forage  production  for  mixed 
grazing  lands  and  irrigated  hay  and  alfalfa  lands  gives  us  further  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  estimates  that  are  being  prepared  in  the  field  covering  prop¬ 
erties  of  applicants  throughout  the  grazing  districts. 
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NOSEPRINTING 

Identification  of  sheep  hy  means  of  noseprints,  in  a  manner  similar 
to  identification  of  human  "beings  "by  fingerprints,  is  being  investigated 
by  the  South  African  Division  of  Veterinary  Service.  No  two  prints  are 
similar,  and  sheep  retain  the  print  for  consecutive  years.  —  American 
Cattle  Producer,  May  1940. 


*  *  R  R  *  * 


CAMP  G-71  BUILDS  A  JERRY  BOAT  . 

Last  week  we  reported  that  there  were  "street  cars  on  the  range." 

Here  is  an  item  that  is  equally  unique  in. Grazing  Service  channels.  Camp 
G-71,  Winifred,  Montana  has  just  completed  the  construction  of  a  ferry 
boat,  14  feet  wide  by  52.6  feet  long,  which  has  a’  capacity  of  ten  tons. 

The  project  was  a  cooperative  one,  made  possible  through  25  percent  funds, 
CCC  funds  and  private  donations. 

This  ferry  will  ply  ‘the  Missouri  River  near  Stafford's  Ranch  and  will 
connect  Blaine  and  Fergus  Counties.  There  has  long  been  a  need  for  a  con¬ 
necting  link  in  this  area.  Hie  ferry  was  constructed  instead  of  a  four- 
mile  trail  which  would  have : been  expensive  and  difficult  to  construct  be¬ 
cause  of  the  topography.  .The  cost  of  the  ferry  was  a  great  deal  less  than 
the  trail  would  have  beeji  and  much  less  time  was  required  to  construct  the 
ferry.  ,  ... 

Blaine  and  Fergus  Counties -have  agreed  to  construct  roads  to  approach 
the  ferry  site,  furnish  an -operator,  and  maintain  the.  .ferry.  No  toll  will 
be  charged  for  the  use.  of.  the  ferry. 

The  range  territory  in  this  area  will  now  be  more  readily  accessible 
and  during  the  summer  it  is  proposed  to  construct  much-needed  water  devel¬ 
opment  projects  in  order  that  the  range  forage  may  be  properly  utilized. 

•  *  *  R  R  *  *  . 

IN  THE  SPRING . . 

We've  watched  a  romance,  grow  between  a  boy  and  girl  in  the  Washington 
office.  It  will  culminate  in  a  lovely  wedding  on  May  11,  at  the  Shrine  of 
the  Immaculate  Conception,  Catholic  University,.  Washington.  The  boy:  Joe 
Imirie;  the  girl:  Mildred  Klinke.  We  are  all  wishing  Joe  and  Mildred  the 
best  that  there  is  in  life.' 


\ 


*  *  RR  *  * 

BOUQUETS 

To  Camp  G-72,  Bridger,  Montana  for  having  14  consecutive  accident-free 
months; 

Camp  G— 73,  Boyes,  Montana  for  13  consecutive  accident-free  months; 
Camp  G-127,  Whitehall,  Montana  for  8  consecutive  accident-free 
months. 
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FOSSIL  UNCOVERED 

Recently,  while  excavating  a  spring,  called  "Blind  Spring",  enrollees 
from  camp  G-21,  Indian  Springs,  Nevada,  uncovered  the  fossil  remains  of 
what  is  believed  to  have  been  a  prehistoric  animal.  Only  a  few  small 
pieces  of  the  skeleton  were  found,  including  a  portion  of  the  jaw  bone 
which  measured  about  10  to  12  indies  in  length  and  in  which  there  were 
several  teeth. 


M  R  H  M 

HOME  AGAIN 

Assistant  Director  Julian  Terrett  returned  to  the  Washington  office 
on  May  1,  following  an  extended  inspection  trip  in  New  Mexico  and  Arizona. 
There  is  one  thing  we  always  notice  about  these  fellows  on  their  return 
from  field  inspection  trips — they  look  so  vigorous  and  healthy.'  Mr.  Ter¬ 
rett  reports  a  fine  trip. 

* *  *  R  R  *  * 


HELLO,  YOURSELF,  "OREGON  TRAIL" 

Our  compliments  to  the  employees  of  region  4  for  the  fine  job  t>’ey 
did  in  planning  and  writing  the  first  edition  of  their  regional  news  sheet 
which  has  been  well-named,  "The  Oregon  Trail." 

1 1 1 1  1 1  i  1 1 


Also,  we  like  the  Spanish  "range  rider"  (!)  which  recently  apneared  on 
the  cover  of  the  New  Mexico  news  letter. 

*  *  R  R  *  * 

IN  1938  — 

24,000,000  cattle  and  calves  were  marketed  for  which  the  owners 
received  $1,144,334,000. 

31,000,000  cattle  were  on  the  nation's  farms — an  average  of  10.3 
animals  per  square  mile. 

6,876,000,000  pounds  of  beef  were  produced  and  consumed  at  the  aver¬ 
age  rate  of  6,417,000  pounds  per  meal.'  (American 
Cattle  Producer) 


*  *  R  R  *  * 

The  38  truck  drivers  at  camp  G-95,  Salmon,  Idaho  have  driven  over 
200,000  miles  without  a  single  accident.' 

*  *  R  R  *  * 
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A  HANDBOOK  K)R  SHEOLLSSS 

Educational  Adviser  Victor  K 

£l“25T^S1  "Sm‘t%0  introduce  new  enroUees  to  carp  life 

and' make  them  feel  at  home. 

The  booklet,  called  "CCC~Your  Book  ^/Xice^krSe'educ^ional^ 

n^Tz «■*•*“*  ~tion 

pertaining  to  camp  life. 

The  idea  is  a  splendid  one. 

^2“  rsi'r-.S1.;- *s  .-.nss.cc-s  r 

hack  hone." 

*  *  R  E  *  * 

*■  SSI.! I-AKFJAL  COKISR^CS 

The  semi-annual  conference  of  regional  f^tiere  will  he  held  in  feh- 
ington  beginning  May  20.  At  this  to  date  in  the  admin- 

marize,  as  accurately  as ^possible,  in  procedure  and  policy  _ 

istration  of  the  ^jlor  vrasin,,  mi  the  development  of  a  program  for  speed- 
r^hlrr^C^slng  service  worh. 

There  have  been  many  ^veio^e^sjurins  m'nsido ration' by  the  Service 
^^tCMIir^  ,»-*£■ for 
SK?S s  peri  of anf  those  lltl  he'  carefully  considered. 

See  in  practice  or  policy  have  been  agreed  upon.- 

These  semi-annual  conferences  give  both  tte “f  lotlt  and  If  St*to- 
°XlTn7^llZe ZToM^Z  regions  tot  have  heen  determined 
by  experience  to  be  necessary. 
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